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Program Notes

The title refers to silent film legend Louise Brooks (1906-1986) from her character role in the 1928 German film

Pandora’s Box. Brooks’s early career as a teenager was spent in the Denishawn (modern) Dance Company with

Ted Shawn and Ruth St. Denis (among whose ranks Louise danced with Martha Graham). Louise shortly after starred

in a variety of films with luminaries such as W.C. Fields, director Howard Hawks, and ultimately the legendary German
director G.W. Pabst in Pandora's Box (1929), and Diary of a Lost Girl (1929). At the height of her fame, her hair in bangs
determined the fashion of many of the “flapper” generation worldwide. Unwilling to compromise artistic, personal, and
sexual standards, her career began a decline until she made her final film in 1938 with budding star John Wayne. In later
years, after she floundered creating a dance studio in Wichita, Kansas, her home town, to working as a salesgirl on Madison
Avenue she blossomed into an erudite film historian and critic, working out of Rochester, New York, where she spent the
remainder of her life. I am drawn to the subject of Louise Brooks for her uncompromising approach to her career, her visual
grace on the screen, and her incisive intelligence evidenced in a variety of interviews.

Biographically, the text references her birthday (November 14) and astrological sign (Scorpio). Her life in film is referenced
with allusions to the makeup of film (magnesium carbonate, barium sulfite, etc.). There is a loose biographical line from her
early childhood in Cherryvale, Kansas, including her sexual abuse by a housepainter by the name of Mr. Flowers at the age of 9,
to her adolescence studying dance in Wichita, Kansas. One quote from Fanny Mendelssohn, with whom Louise shares a birthday,
is inserted into the composition. Lulu of the Plains loosely follows her career from Wichita to New York and Berlin and back to
Wichita after she made her last film. Many details are missing from this composition.

An excellent account of her life may be read in Barry Paris's amazing biography titled "Louise Brooks, a Biography,"
University of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, 1989.



I.  Woman in the Void (A)

Black crinoline against Berlin grey
From Kansas plains’ Ad astra skies

Woman in the Void.

Soul of light on small glass beads,
no soul of earth in diffuse air.
Dance of the angels

on the head of a pin.

Woman in the Void.

Her eyes were ignited
from the stars of heaven.
Magnesium carbonate.

In silent words
her voice called me
Through barium sulfite.

No soul of heaven came.
The rapt Lucia in lumens clothed.
From cabaret in gin-soaked dreams

with Charlie Chaplin in New York rain.

Black crinoline against Berlin grey
Mi chiamano Lulu
Ma il nomé Lucia

II. Cherryvale, Cherryvale
Cherryvale, Cherryvale

a footnote on the infinite plains.
Cherryvale, Cherryvale.

Louise at age nine indifferent mother
of arts and letters.

Her father a lawyer with books that bend

The floor in that big wooden house.
A place for flowers to bloom.

If flowers blossom, they will decay
Destroyed by Flowers’ indecency.

House painter agonist, paint splattered hands

On little Lulu’s innocence.

Cherryvale, Cherryvale
a footnote on the infinite plains.
Cherryvale, Cherryvale.

If flowers blossom they will decay
Destroyed by Flowers’ indecency.

Mi chiamano Lulu
Ma il nomé Lucia

Looking o’er the edge of obscure fame
The black and white of movie frames.
Each frame in twenty-four, each frozen act,
Leaves Lulu stranded in movie stills.

The birth of Venus from salt-filled waves
The eighth house in darken’d moon
East Kansas hills, sine wave plains
Below a saw-tooth ridge

O Scorpio, O planet blue
Of endless sea of velvet hills.

lll.  Fighting With Gravity

Love blooming pushes up from Earth!
En pointe, plié, en pointe, plié.

Little Lulu fighting with Gravity.
Arabesque entwined in a turn.

En pointe, plié, and back to the barre
En cloche, fondu and ronde de jambe.

Missus Buckpitt !

Boundless lies the sky and limitless the Earth

Jeté to the clouds
Above the limited plains

As light drains from the fly-space
As life drains from the cask
Alice Mills with Louise

Who sheds not one warm tear

As the brown air settles into night



The train leaves Wichita
Nineteen twenty-two
New York City hot

An earthly paradise

The Golden Age of nothing
the beginning of a life.

To the barre each morning
drinking every night.

To the barre each morning
And drills each afternoon.
To the bar at midnight and
back at dawn’s grey light.

The Golden Age of nothing,
The start of a new night.
Alice Mills sleeps soundly
As Louise hits the town.

She was fired for insubordination.
And for her laughter and disrespect.

IV.  Woman in the Void (B)

Black crinoline against Berlin grey
From Kansas plains’ Ad astra skies

Woman in the Void.

Soul of light and light of Earth
A myth of Nineteen Twenty-Nine
Dance of the angels on the head of a pin.

Woman in the Void.
V. Die Ersehnte (after Fanny Mendelssohn)

Komm, dich rufet die Sehnsuchtsthran’im Auge!
dich dies wallende Herz voll stisser Ahndung,
triibe floss mein Leben, o Himmels botin,
komm, es zu heittern.

[Come, the yearning strikes you in the eye!
You this heart full of sweet punishment,
cloudy my life flowed

O heavenly messenger, come cheer it up.]

VI. Sunny Bistro, Grey Berlin

Sunny bistro, grey Berlin.
Silverware and champagne flutes.
Louise sips a discrete gin.

Pabst, in his usual fashion,
Ordered a cluster of red roses.
Louise was who she was, was Lulu,
and was not Louise Brooks.

Pabst was disappointed.

She’s not an actress playing a role.

She was playing only herself,

“which is the hardest thing in the world to do.”

Over and across the way,

she sees there Townsend Martin

sitting with Lady Daisey Fellowes.
Lulu’s bored with the people she is with.

She tells the waiter to tell Mr. Martin
to come to her table.
He doesn’t come.

Well, finally he comes.

“I'm terribly sorry, Louise,

| could not leave Daisey alone.

She then takes the bunch of roses
and slashes him right across the face,
Leaving trickles, yes gentle reader,
From the blood!

Mr. Pabst is mortified.
He saw Louise is simply playing herself.

VIl. Frame by Frame in Endless Change

She’s happy and languid, she runs a bath.
Art Deco interior, she’s relaxed and languid.

Changeless frames in endless change,

in frames in endless change in change in
endless frames, in frames in endless change,
in change in change in endless frames

in change in frames in endless change.



VIIl. | was never an actress

"That’s why | was never an actress.
I never was in love with myself.

| would go to a party, and I'd see

Delores Del Rio and Constance Talmadge and
And Constance Bennett, all you beautiful women
And I'd say:

‘You’re the ugliest one here

You're black and furry, you’ve got freckles,

your dress is not as attac . . .’

And in the end, unless, you can’t be a great actress
Unless you think you’re beautiful.
It’s of the essence.

To be a great actress you must know what you’re doing.

When | acted | hadn’t the slightest idea what | was doing.

| was simply playing myself,
Which is the hardest thing in the world to do.

You-you can give most actors any part in the world
And they can play it. But they say, ‘Be yourself.’
They get terribly self-conscious.

But since | never learned to act | never

Had any trouble playing myself."

IX. Allegro: Tour en l'air (no text)

X. The Kitchen is Immaculate

Wichita, Wichita, a respite on the infinite plains.
Wichita, Wichita, with humid blistering heat

A place for flowers to wilt.

Woman in the void.

As the fog descends on London or Berlin.
She’s scrubbing floors for holy penance

In Wichita on hands and knees.

The kitchen is immaculate.

She gave the perfect dance and left the dance floor behind.

Her last performances.
She’s scrubbing floors for holy penance in Wichita
On hands and knees.

The kitchen is immaculate.

She learned to act from Martha,

She learned to dance from Charlie.

New York was her town.

She’s scrubbing floors for holy penance in Wichita
On hands and knees.

The kitchen is immaculate.
Xl. Woman in the Void (C)

Black crinoline against Berlin grey
From Kansas plains’ Ad astra skies

Woman in the Void.

Soul of light on small glass beads,
no soul of earth in diffuse air.
Dance of the angels

on the head of a pin.

Woman in the Void.

Komm, dich rufet die Sehnsuchtsthran’im Auge!
dich dies wallende Herz voll siisser Ahndung,



LULU OF THE PLAINS
Instrumentation:
Mezzo Soprano

Flutes:
Flute in C
Piccolo
Alto Flute

B}, clarinet

Percussion: (one player)
Vibraphone
Glockenspiel
Typewriter (amplified)
Crotales
Tom toms (5)

Bongos (2)
Bow
Chimes

Trap set:
snare drum
ride cymbal
woodblocks (low and high)
splash cymbal
kick drum
low tom tom
Hi Hat

Electronic Sound Files and Film
Triggered by a single player on computer

Violin

Violoncello

Duration: c. 45:00



for Louise Brooks

LULU OF THE PLAINS
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